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INTERGRAIN — INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.06 pm]: Mr Speaker I 
wish to update the house on the value of the intellectual property of InterGrain, the Western Australian–based 
cereal breeding company of which the Western Australian government is a major shareholder. 

On 8 September this year, the member for Collie–Preston asked a question about InterGrain and the value of its 
intellectual property. As I stated at that time, the information is commercial-in-confidence. As required, having 
declared this information commercial-in-confidence, I provided notice under section 82 of the Financial 
Management Act 2006 to the Auditor General. My office has today received advice on the matter from the 
Auditor General who has indicated that no notice was required pursuant to section 82(1) of the financial 
administration act as the Western Australian Agriculture Authority, the Western Australian government authority 
that is the major shareholder in InterGrain, is not an agency for the purposes of the financial administration act. 
However, in the interests of openness and transparency, I asked InterGrain to consider whether approval could 
be granted to allow this information to be released. I have now been advised that InterGrain and Monsanto have 
given this approval and I am therefore in a position to inform the house that the 19.9 per cent investment by 
Monsanto in InterGrain is to the value of $10.5 million, which puts InterGrain’s value at about $53 million. 
InterGrain has also advised that it will make this information available on its website and Monsanto will report it 
in its financial statements. 

Monsanto’s minority shareholding in InterGrain will enable access to more advanced breeding technologies and 
germplasm of improved varieties to benefit our growers. As the house would be aware, Western Australian 
farmers are currently grappling with a difficult dry season and this partnership is a way of utilising technology to 
deliver higher yields and value to Western Australian growers; in fact, WA growers will now be among the first 
in the world to have access to Monsanto’s advanced technologies. In the short term, the major benefit will be 
access to breeding technologies for conventional, non-GM breeding. Access to Monsanto’s rapid and high-
volume robotic technology will significantly change breeding operations and deliver improved InterGrain 
varieties. In the long term, in about 10 years, there will be major benefits through access to Monsanto’s genetic 
traits for drought tolerance, yield improvement and nutrient-use efficiency. Development of these technologies 
will be subject to regulatory approval. 

All other cereal breeding companies in Australia have major international breeding or bioscience companies as 
shareholders or key collaborators. This new alliance will ensure InterGrain stays at the forefront of cereal 
breeding in Australia.  

Mr Speaker, I table the advice from the Auditor General. 

[See paper 2762.]  
 


